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	Untitled

	DATE: 1700 EDT Wednesday, 21 SEP 05
	SITUATION DATA: Hurricane Rita is now a Category 5 hurricane, with 165 MPH sustained winds. 

IHS Areas have submitted approved deployment lists of US Public Health Services Officers for Katrina and Rita. The list are being shared with Office of Force Readiness and Deployment (OFRD).

The recovery mission for the victims of Hurricane Katrina continues.
Additional Officers have been notified of deployment to Mississippi for a mission starting this week.
	OUTLOOK DATA: Hurricane Rita's rapid intensification cycle that began Tuesday afternoon continues. Top winds are up to 165 mph, now a category 5 hurricane. Further strengthening is possible as the atmosphere remains favorable for development over the next 24 hours. 

Rita is forecast to continue on a westward track through the Gulf of Mexico over the next 24 hours. A gradual turn toward the northwest is anticipated Thursday night and Friday. Landfall is possible late Friday or early Saturday along the Texas coast.

	ACTION DATA: Because of the continuing recovery mission for Hurricane Katrina and the potential of Hurricane Rita striking Florida and other Gulf States, Sid Caesar, the IHS Incident Commander has asked each of the Areas formulate and submit a list of available IHS Public Health Service Officers. 

The Areas have been asked to consider minimum staffing and supervisor approval when submitting this list.  The list should include all disciplines that each Area has available.
	SAFETY DATA: *The best protection during a tornado is in an interior room on the lowest level of a building, preferably a safe room. 
*Tornadoes strike with incredible velocity. Tornado winds can uproot trees and structures and turn harmless objects into deadly missiles, all in a matter of seconds. 
*Mobile homes are particularly vulnerable to tornadoes. 

	STATISTICS DATA: Elsewhere in the Atlantic Basin, Philippe has weakened to a tropical storm with sustained winds of 50 mph. It is centered about 370 miles NE of the Leeward Islands. Philippe is being sheared by westerly winds and that should keep the system on a weakening cycle as it plods off to the north away from any land. 

In the central and eastern Pacific, Hurricane Jova (115 mph), Tropical Storm Kenneth (60 mph) and Tropical Storm Max (65 mph) are all swirling toward the northwest. None of these storms pose a threat to any land at this time.


	FEDERAL DATA: 21SEP05 Response & Recovery Update from Captain Kevin Molloy

A conference call was convened this morning with the Health Directors for the Nashville Area Tribes and USET, Inc. The conference call afforded the opportunity to discuss the status of tribes as they relate to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

Hurricane Katrina-
At this time, there are no requests for services from IHS for Katrina. The tribes were very complimentary of the IHS response as well as the response between tribes.  No suggestions for improvement.  There was an issued raised regarding communications.  Most tribes lost all communications for at least a period of time due to the storm.  Mississippi Band of Choctaw noted that they had trouble calling out to IHS and everyone else and also did not have a good internal communications system.  I responded that this was an issue that I would be working on with Sid Caesar, Director, IHS Emergency Preparedness & Emergency Medical Services.

Hurricane Rita-
Seminole and Miccosukee Tribes of Florida - Both tribes reported they were doing well with little or no damage.  Power stayed on and there were no real issues.  The Hollywood Health Center was closed yesterday but is open today (21SEP05).  The special need patients were housed and fed at a shelter, but have returned home.  There were a few power poles that were leaning due to Rita, but the poles have already been repaired.

Alabama Coushatta Tribe of Texas - 
When looking at the path of the hurricane, it looks like this tribe will be impacted by Rita.  CAPT Molloy spoke to the Health Director, Myra Sylestine and the tribe will be opening two shelters.  One already has a backup generator and the other does not.  CAPT Molloy is taking action to transfer two of the TransAm generators from Poarch Band of Creek (PBCI) to Alabama Coushatta.  PBCI has been used as the designated logistical center for hurricane response and recovery. One generator will be used for the shelter and the other generator will be used for operation of sewer lift stations. The Tribe also has one special needs patient who could benefit from a small generator, so the Nashville Area will also be sending one small generator with the large generators.  Susan McCracken has sent guidance information on shelter operations to the Tribe.  CAPT Molloy will be sending a satellite phone to Ms. Sylestine. She has someone who is familiar with communications equipment to assist in its operation.  This has been the only request for assistance to date.  We will continue to monitor the progress of the storm and keep in touch with the tribes in the Nashville Area.
	WEATHER DATA: New Orleans - Partly cloudy. Isolated showers after midnight. Lows in the mid 70s. East winds 10 to 15 mph. Chance of showers 20 percent. 

Thursday...Increasing clouds. A 20 percent chance of thunderstorms. Highs around 90. East winds 10 to 20 mph. 

Thursday Night...Mostly cloudy with scattered thunderstorms. Lows in the mid 70s. East winds 15 to 20 mph. Chance of thunderstorms 30 percent. 
	CURRENT CONTINUED: HHS ESF-8 Response Activities

• There is an Incident Management Team (IMT) in operation at this time in the HHS HQ.  This IMT will be expanded as needed to include a branch for handling response to Hurricane Rita.  

• A Miami, FL area location has been designated as a Logistics Staging Area (LSA) for FEMA operations 

• Defense Coordinating Office/ Element on station in Florida.

• The current incident management team has liaisons at the National Response Coordination Center (NRCC), the Homeland Security Operations Center (HSOC) and to facilitate coordination with FEMA and the Department of Homeland Security.  

• An aggressive recruitment campaign has identified civilian volunteers who could be hired as temporary, unpaid Federal employees.  Over 200 physicians and over 400 registered nurses have been credentialed and could be deployed in response to Hurricane Rita.  Although they volunteered ISO Hurricane Katrina, it is assumed that most would go where needed.

• FEMA is finalizing the preparation of contingency plans for Hurricane Rita (Continuity of Operations Plan; Crisis Management Plan; Contingency Plan)

• The following states have received emergency declarations because of Hurricane Rita: FL
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